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SUBJ: PUBLIC CONCERNS RE U.S. POLICY 

SUMMARY: PUBLIC CONCERN OVER U.S.-ROK ISSUES, PARTICULARLY 
TROOP REDUCTION, REMAINS PRIME TOPIC OP EVERY CONVERSATION WE 
ARE HAVING THESE DAYS. ROKG CONTINUES TO PROMOTE NATIONAL 
SELP-CONPIDENCE. BARRING UNPORESEEN EVENTS, WE EXPECT ROKG 
TO CONTINUE PRESENT APPROACH, DESPITE INCREASING PRESSURE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ALTHOUGH U.S. HAS TAKEN A NUMBER OP INITIATIVES IN PAST 
PEW WEEKS WHICH RELATE TO KOREA, AND HAVE CREATED CONCERN 
IN VARIOUS SEGMENTS OP COMMUNITY, UNIVERSAL ISSUE IN 
PUBLIC MIND REMAINS TROOP REDUCTION. OPPICIAL COMMUNI- 
CATION OP U.S. INTENTIONS REGARDING TROOP REDUCTIONS PROM 
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PRESIDENT CARTER TO ROK PONMIN AND PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT WE 
INTENDED TO ACT WITHIN POUR OR LIVE YEARS, APPARENTLY CAME 
AS ADDED SHOCK TO ROK PUBLIC DESPITE EARLIER REPORTS OP 
U.S. INTENTIONS. DEMONSTRATION BY OPPOSITION NDP AGAINST 
TROOP WITHDRAWAL AT U.S. EMBASSY MARCH 12 IS MOST OBVIOUS 
INDICATION OF INCREASED TENSION BEING GENERATED WITHIN KOREAN 
SOCIETY BY ANXIETY ABOUT CONSEQUENCES OF U.S. FORCE DRAWDOWN, 
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WHICH PRESS CONTINUED TO REEER TO AS "WITHDRAWAL." WE HAVE 
HEARD THAT GOVERNMENT PARTY (DRP) IS ALSO UNDER SOME 
PRESSURE EROM LOCAL PARTY LEADERS, SPECIFICALLY IN UIJOMBU, 

WHERE I CORPS HQ LOCATED, TO MOUNT SIMILAR DEMONSTRATION AT 
EMBASSY TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER LOSS OF JOBS WHICH WILL 
RESULT IF U S. TROOPS LEAVE. 

2. AMONG MORE SOPHISTICATED OBSERVERS RELAXATION OF PASSPORT 
RESTRICTIONS ON TRAVEL TO NK HAS GIVEN RISE TO REVIVAL OF 
WORRIED SPECULATION ABOUT DIRECT CONTACTS WITH NORTH. 

FISHING AND POSSIBLE QUOTA RESTRICTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
PLAYED WITH HEAVY NEGATIVE BEAT IN PRESS HELP PROMOTE IDEA 
WITH SOME THAT U.S. IS DEVELOPING MULTI-FACETED ATTACK ON 
ROK IN EFFORT TO EXTRACT HUMAN RIGHTS CONCESSIONS. WHILE 
JOINING IN CONCERN ABOUT ABOVE MATTERS, SOME HARD CORE OPPO- 
SITIONISTS HAVE DEVELOPED AN ADDITIONAL CONCERN OF THEIR OWN: 

THAT CONSTANT STATEMENTS BY U.S. OFFICIALS THAT THERE IS NO 
LINKAGE BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND SECURITY ISSUES HARMS THEIR 
CAUSE AND COULD EVEN LEAD PAK TO THINK THAT TOUGHER DOMESTIC 
MEASURES WOULD MAKE NO DIFFERENT TO USG. 

3. IN THE FACE OF THESE PRESSURES ROKG IS CONTINUING TO 
REASSURE PUBLIC ABOUT CONTINUED U.S. COMMITMENT AND BUILD 
CONFIDENCE IN ROK ABILITY TO CARRY OWN DEFENSE BURDEN. 

WHILE WORRIES AND RESENTMENTS AGAINST U.S. POP UP IN 
PRESS REPORTS AND EDITORIALS, FOR MOST PART EDITORIALISTS 

ARE FOLLOWING PRESCRIBED LOW-KEY GOVERNMENT LINE. ACCORDING 
TO A RELIABLE BLUE HOUSE SECRETARY, PRESIDENT PAK 
PREFERS CONTINUED U.S. PRESENCE BUT MUST PREPARE PUBLIC FOR 
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EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL BY BUILDING NATIONAL CONFIDENCE IN ROK 
ABILITY TO CARRY DEFENSE RESPONSIBILITY. IT'S A BIG JOB. 

NUMEROUS CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE HAD WITH ORDINARILY WELL-INFORMED 
KOREANS INDICATE THAT PESSIMISM ABOUT THIS ROK CAPABILITY IS 
STRONG, PARTICULARLY AMONG PROFESSIONAL MILITARY AND THE MAN IN 
THE STREET. HOWEVER TO VARYING DEGREES ENTIRE COUNTRY IS 
APPARENTLY AFFLICTED WITH GRAVE DOUBTS ABOUT FUTURE WITHOUT 
U.S. GROUND FORCES. ALTHOUGH IN ACCORD BLUE HOUSE 'CON- 
TAINMENT POLICY" DRP IS HOLDING TO OFFICIAL POSITION THAT 
THERE IS NO NEED FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL, ET AL., DISCUSSIONS OF THIS ISSUE WITHIN PARTY 
HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN EMOTIONAL. 

4. ALTHOUGH WE EXPECT PUBLIC ANXIETY TO CONTINUE TO GROW, 

DESPITE GOVERNMENT EFFORTS, ROKG DOES NOT REALLY HAVE ANY 
GOOD ALTERNATIVES TO ITS PRESENT ATTEMPT TO PROJECT AN 
IMPRESSION OF RELATIVE CONFIDENCE ABOUT WHATEVER THE FUTURE 
MAY BRING. THUS, WHILE WE DO NOT RULE OUT ADDITIONAL 
EMOTIONAL PUBLIC OUTBURSTS ALONG LINES OF MARCH 12 NDP 
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DEMONSTRATION, FOR TIME BEING AT LEAST WE EXPECT ROKG 
TO KE EP LID ON PANICKY AND DEMONSTRATIVE REACTIONS TO 
U.S. POLICIES. 

STERN 
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